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Abstract 
Today’s media, due to its relations to either politics, capital or power domains, is in a structuring which makes concessions on 
freedom of press through horizontal-vertical-cross monopoly. In such a media structuring, it has become a must to bring up 
qualified personnel with a critical insight and a good command of today's technologies who can produce information/news for 
the public. In this era called as “information and communication age”, communication sector needs qualified personnel more 
than ever. In Turkey, communication education is provided at high school, associate degree, undergraduate and graduate 
degree levels. In addition to increasing numbers of communication faculties day by day, Anatolian Vocational High Schools, 
which provide "journalism", "radio and television" and "information technologies" programs, give training to “intermediate 
personnel” for the sector. As students of those programs start to get their education and training at an early stage of their  life, 
education given in these schools is of capital importance in the long run. 
In this study, secondary education institutions which specialize in communication education, specific to 
"journalism" and "radio and television" programs of Antalya Hüsniye Özdilek Vocational High School will be scrutinized in 
terms of their teaching staff, students, curricula and technical equipment. "Possibility of an alternative communication" can be 
managed only with qualified, eligible personnel who have occupational ethics, and in this context, early period 
communication education becomes more of an issue.  
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1. Introduction  
 
   Communication education at undergraduate level in Turkey is a widely debated subject with many academic 
research made on. Due to higher education policies and increasing demand, the number of communication 
faculties is rising and yearly number of graduates exceeds the sector's needs. Especially ratios of theoretical and 
applied lessons may change according to faculties, and as a result of that, formation discrepancies may arise 
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among graduates of different faculties. Albeit, it is a subject of another debate that sector does not need that large 
number of graduates.  
   While the number of faculties of communication giving undergraduate level education is increasing rapidly, 
communication high schools founded with the aim of training intermediate staff for the sector is today operating 
within the bodies of Anatolian Vocational High Schools. These schools are not as much in sight as faculties of 
communication and don’t gain sufficient amount of attention to their problems. Thus, the subject of this study is 
not undergraduate level communication education which is rather visible and widely debated. This study is 
focused on secondary level communication education. Positive and negative sides of programs, which are 
primarily founded as Anatolian Vocation of Communication Schools and now operating within the body of 
Anatolian Vocational High Schools, are the main subject of this study. In this study, both Anatolian Vocational 
High Schools have been discussed and specifically Hüsniye Özdilek Vocational High School located in Antalya 
has been analysed. 
 2. Method 
   Document analysis and in-depth interview techniques have been applied in this study. Document analysis 
includes examination and scrutiny of written materials containing information about phenomenon which is aimed 
to be researched into. Document analysis is a data gathering technique which is inevitable for almost every 
research. If there is no document, there is no history. (Madge, 1965:75) The essence of in-depth interview is dual 
conversation. Interviewed people for this study are restricted not with time but with the subject. In-depth 
interviews are very useful in approaching to social reality and complementation of the information extracted 
through restricted interviews. (Arslanoğlu: www.gazi.edu.tr)  
   In this study, document analysis has been conducted in relevant sections of Journalism and Public Relations 
programs of Anatolian Vocational High Schools in the website of Ministry of Education and documents and 
curricula of Antalya Hüsniye Özdilek High School. Moreover, in-depth interviews have been conducted with 
teachers of the high school, Ali Kozan and Dilek Eşki. 
 
3. Communication education in turkey 
 
   In Turkey, communication education is given at high school, foundation, undergraduate and graduate levels. 
Especially numbers of communication faculties giving communication education at undergraduate level is 
rapidly increasing. Communication education at undergraduate level in Turkey has primarily started within the 
bodies of two-year media schools. Later in 1992, two-year media schools were transformed into and was named 
as faculties of communication. After the foundation of Higher Education Council with Law No. 2547, it came to 
the fore that new regulations were to be made in all existing state universities in terms of education and training. 
   Along with these regulations, organisation of higher education institutions was re-arranged with statutory 
decree no. 41 in 1982. With this decree, schools giving education in the field of journalism have been attached to 
rectorships of Ankara, İstanbul, Marmara, Ege and Gazi Universities under the name of "two-year media 
schools". In 1992, by making changes within Law No. 3837 and Higher Education Law No. 2908, five existing 
two-year media schools have been transformed into faculties of communication. Furthermore, the faculty of 
communication attached to Selçuk University in Konya and faculty of communication sciences attached to 
Anadolu University in Eskişehir have been established by this law. While the number of faculties of 
communication within state universities was rising, faculties of communication were also founded within 
foundation universities when the way of private universities was paved as from 1997. In this process, 
departments such as communication, public relations, radio-television broadcasting, photography were formed in 
vocational schools as well. (Uzun, 2007:117-134) 
   There are too many faculties of communication in Turkey right now. Apart from the main departments of these 
faculties such as Journalism, Radio-Television and Cinema, Public Relations; there are new departments like 
Advertising, Visual Communication Design, New Media. One of the fundamental departments of faculties of 
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communication is journalism. In general, the purpose of journalism education can be stated to raise/train 
qualified-eligible journalists who bear social responsibility in occupational practices and to improve the quality 
of information produced. Particularly, education of journalists who have an important function in social 
individuals' perception of the world is of vital importance. Training of journalists, who will take the initiative in 
transformation of the society in the direction of democratization of the public sphere and establish freedom of 
information and communication, has increased the importance of education related to the field. (Yıldırım, 
2006:125) When we look at the Anatolian Vocation of Communication Schools which were founded with the 
aim of raising intermediate staff to be employed in the media sector; it can be seen that these schools were 
designed as four-year educational schools that train bilingual labour force whom the sector needs, who will be 
employed in the areas such as journalism, radio-television, public relations, printing press, graphics and 
photography. 
   According to Meral Özbek, "A qualified communication professional is someone who knows the fundamental 
problems of the society and the world in which he/she lives and is a citizen who has acquired the vision in the 
matter of the way to interpret those problems. A communication professional, not as any citizen, but as a citizen 
who has a primary place in the process of establishing communicational public sphere, is someone who has 
public responsibility, and therefore he must be well-equipped in this direction, trained to possess ethics of 
communication and he must be someone who has the chance to improve oneself in the field. And this requires an 
education program and an educational environment which offers not only structure and mechanism of what 
socially exists but also choices which enable students to get a critical perspective on what should be existing. 
(Özbek, 1993: 325).  
   Both the perspective of media institutions about communication/journalism schools which demean them to 
organisations that only train workforce for the sector by correlating them to the media industry and the 
expectations born from this perspective gave birth to frequent grievances of representatives of the sector about 
the quality of journalism education and incompetence of interns. In addition to the fact that communication 
educators prefer to teach a theoretical curriculum based on critical theory, it may be counted among the factors 
which break off the relation between the academy and the sector that the sector expects the faculties of 
communication to train staff mainly in accordance with the needs of market. (Tokgöz, 2003: 14). In Anatolian 
Vocational High Schools, it was planned as the main objective to give students liberal education on secondary 
education level and then to improve students in vocational and technical areas. Thus, students are made fit for 
life, work areas and higher education in accordance with their interests and skills.  In addition to up skilling 
students in basic knowledge related to their field and occupation with implemented programs, it is aimed to 
educate individuals who can adapt to change and innovation, can communicate with people around themselves in 
a healthy way; identify their objectives and take steps in the direction of these objectives; who are creative, open 
to development and criticism, and who have vocational competence. (http://www.meslekidersler.com/meslek-
lisesi-turleri/anadolu-iletisim-meslek-lisesi.html) 
 
3.1. Field and branch programs applied in anatolian vocational high schools 
 
   In all vocational and technical secondary education institutions subjected to Ministry of Education, the field and 
branch programs indicated in the following table are predominantly in practice from 42 field and 192 branch 
Modular Frame Syllabus Based on Competence.  
   Department of Journalism: Printed Press Reporter, TV Reporter, Newspaper Photographer, Editorial Secretariat 
   Department of Radio-Television: Cameramanship, Technical Production, Graphics Animation, Television 
Broadcasting 
   Public Relations and Organisation Services: Public Relations, Customer Representation, Public Opinion 
Researcher, Fair/Expo Organisation, Special Organisations 
   Graphics and Photograph: Photo Shooting, Photoprinting, Graphics 
   Printing Press: Prepress, Flexo Printing, Offset Printing, Tifdruk Press, Serigraphy and Pad Printing, Post-press. 
(http://megep.meb.gov.tr/?page=ogretimProgramlari)  
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   Ninth grade in these schools is common as it is in all the other vocational and technical secondary education 
institutions. At the end of ninth grade, students specify their areas of interest and start education and training in 
that specific area in tenth grade. Lessons which bring students together with common qualifications related to all 
branches in the field are given in tenth and eleventh grade. In twelfth grade, there are lessons involving 
occupational qualifications that lead to a diploma. Students make a choice of profession/branch at the end of 
tenth grade by regarding the sectorial needs, the school's equipment, teachers and physical capacity as well as 
competence they own. Regional employment opportunities also play a role in students' choice of field and 
branches. (Kozan-Eşki, 2014: In-depth interview) 
   The students successfully graduating from the program can continue his/her higher education by getting a field 
diploma. Graduate students are also entitled to a certificate in consideration of qualifications they acquired in the 
chosen branch/profession during their education. Qualifications of students who leave the program in any year 
are utilised in the certificate programs. Education and training activities are applied intended for 
branch/professions student choose; in the sense that: they will gain common knowledge and skills between all 
fields, they will have fundamental qualifications in the field they chose, they will be able to fulfil the missions 
and works the chosen profession requires, they will gain special occupational competences that the 
profession/branch requires by taking account the current requirements of the field and the profession. 
(http://www.meslekidersler.com/meslek-lisesi-turleri/anadolu-iletisim-meslek-lisesi.html)  
   Students, who generally undergo training or go to workplaces with the purpose of exercise during their senior 
year, also become acquainted with the actual business life. 
 
3.2. Distribution of departments in anatolian vocational communication high schools with regard to cities: 
Hata! Bağlantı geçersiz.(http://mtegm.meb.gov.tr/TR/okullar.asp) 
   While abovementioned departments have been included in Anatolian Vocation of Communication High School 
before, they are now gathered within the body of Anatolian Vocational High Schools. Whereas these schools 
have accepted students through SBS exam till the last year, they will admit students through TEOG as of this 
year. However, the system of student selection and placement to these schools has changed five times in the past 
five years. In five years, students went through an interview three times which test and measure their liberal 
education, skills and occupational competence in addition to SBS; and in two years, no interview has been 
applied, only SBS points were considered. That is to say, the system changed each year. (Kozan-Eşki, 2014: In-
depth interview) 
 
4. Antalya hüsniye özdilek vocational high school 
    
   When Hüsniye Özdilek Vocational High School is taken into account, there are Public Relations, Radio-
Television and Journalism departments. 931 students take education in school and 55 teachers are employed. The 
school continues education in the dual system. 
   There are 21 classrooms, 4 computer rooms and one science lab in the school. The lack of infrastructure and 
technical equipment in the school draws attention as the most major shortcoming. Technical insufficiency of the 
school was observed. Whereas 34 students are admitted to the school’s journalism and radio-television 
departments every year, there is a decline in the number of graduates of these departments. For instance, there are 
24 radio-television students in their senior year, 20 students in the eleventh grade, and 15 students in the tenth 
grade. 
 
4.1. Technical equipment 
    
   When technical equipment of the school is examined: 
   There are 3 video cameras, 4 digital video cameras, 3 digital cameras, 1 tripod, 2 announcing equipment and 25 
tape recorders. 
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4.2. Syllabus 
 
   When it comes to curricula, it can be seen that general courses are taught in the ninth grade. These courses are 
Language and Expression, Turkish Literature, Religious Culture, History, Revolution History, Geography, 
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Philosophy, Foreign Language, Music, Traffic and Gymnastics.  
Beginning from the tenth grade, specialisation starts, and the following courses are taught: 
Career Development, Basic Communication, Rhetoric, Basic Photography, News Gathering and Writing, 
Occupational Computer and Media Organisation. 
In the eleventh grade, specialisation continues:  
Journalism According to Broadcast Type, Communication Law, Media History, News Filming, News Editing, 
Television News, Photograph Manipulation on Computers, Page Setup, Professional Journalism, Page Design. 
In the twelfth grade, students undergo training at the institutions of the sector in addition to branch courses. 
   We have already mentioned about sub-programs and student transfer to these programs in the departments. 
However, the transfer between sub-programs has not yet been possible in Antalya Hüsniye Özdilek Vocational 
High School. That is because only one branch is available at the moment. 
 
5. The result and evaluation 
 
   When Anatolian Vocational High Schools are examined in general, it is clearly visible that the very same 
problems occurring at faculties of communication exist also in communication high schools to a higher degree. 
Graduates of these schools have the right of open admission to related departments of community colleges; 
however, they have no advantages in transition to faculties of communication. The number of graduates is 
gradually declining because transformation of regular high school into Anatolian High Schools has caused that 
the demand was shifted to those newly established schools and the number of students of vocational high schools 
declined as a result. 
   Schools lack in technical infrastructure and equipment. Due to the fact that many of the equipment are very 
expensive, it doesn’t seem to be easy to cover up the deficiencies. Although there are sub-programs in the 
departments, students are not given the chance to make a choice due to the lack of equipment, infrastructure and 
teaching staff; education is carried out only in one program. For example, there is only radio-television 
programming in Radio-Television department and only printed press reporting in department of Journalism. 




-Exam and testing system which changes every year constitutes a major problem for students and their families. 
Changing system each year leads to confusion and does not provide enough confidence to students who make 
preferences. 
-These programs taught at secondary level education must be configured and coordinated with communication 
faculties. 
-In this period of time where the importance of vocational training has increased, attention must be drawn to 
decline of the number of students in the programs, and these programs must be made attractive for students to 
choose. 
-The graduates of these departments need to be subjected to positive discrimination in order to get to 
communication faculties in the undergraduate placement exam. 
- It is not required for the teachers to give education in these fields to have a college degree. As a result, teachers 
who have graduated from very different departments may give training, and this affects the quality of the 
programs which require specialisation. Specialisation courses of the departments need to be taught by only 
graduates of communication faculties. 
-Education should not begin without the completion of full-fledged technical infrastructure. 
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-Application areas in which student could utilise at school need to be increased. 
-There is no “graduate monitoring system” in schools. The things that graduates of these schools do after 
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